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DESCRIPTION

In the realm of education, marks often serve as a quintessential metric, a numeric representa-
tion of academic achievement. However, beneath the surface of these numerical symbols lies a
complex interplay of factors that shape a student’s journey and their understanding of the sub-
ject matter. While marks are undoubtedly important, they should not overshadow the broader
educational experience nor define a student’s worth solely by a numerical value. Marks, com-
monly expressed as percentages or letter grades, are the culmination of assessments designed
to evaluate a student’s comprehension, critical thinking, and application of knowledge. They
provide a quantitative measure of performance, offering feedback to both students and ed-
ucators. However, it’s essential to recognize that marks are not synonymous with learning.
They represent one aspect of academic progress but may not capture the entirety of a student’s
capabilities or potential. One of the primary purposes of marks is to assess students” under-
standing of the curriculum and their ability to meet specified learning objectives. They serve as
a means of accountability, guiding educators in identifying areas where students may require
additional support or enrichment. Moreover, marks can motivate students to strive for excel-
lence, providing a tangible measure of their efforts and achievements. However, the emphasis
on marks can sometimes lead to a narrow focus on rote memorization and exam performance,
overshadowing the development of critical thinking skills and a genuine passion for learning.
Students may feel pressured to prioritize grades over deepening their understanding of the
subject matter, resulting in surface-level comprehension that fails to foster long-term retention
or intellectual curiosity. Furthermore, the pursuit of high marks can inadvertently foster a
culture of competition rather than collaboration among students. Instead of viewing education
as a collective journey toward knowledge and growth, students may perceive their peers as
adversaries in a race for top scores. This mindset not only undermines the value of teamwork
but also perpetuates stress and anxiety, detracting from the joy of learning. Moreover, the
fixation on marks can have detrimental effects on students’ mental health and well-being. The
fear of failure or falling short of expectations can lead to heightened stress levels, burnout, and
feelings of inadequacy. Students may internalize low marks as a reflection of their intelligence
or worth, neglecting to recognize the inherent subjectivity of assessments and the potential for
growth and improvement over time. It's crucial for educators and society as a whole to reeval-
uate the role of marks in education and shift towards a more holistic approach to assessment
and evaluation.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
None.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
None.
Erasd®l

Department of Educational Sciences, Fudan University, China



